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Benjamin Franklin  
“I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing 
proofs I see of this truth – that God governs in the affairs of men…” 
 
“. . . and if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it 
probable that an empire can rise without His aid?” 
 
Benjamin Franklin was one of the Founding Fathers of the United States of 
America. A noted polymath, Franklin was a leading author and printer, satirist, 
political theorist, politician, scientist, inventor, civic activist, statesman and 
diplomat. To Walter Isaacson, this makes Franklin, "the most accomplished 
American of his age and the most influential in inventing the type of society 
America would become." 
 
 
Benjamin Rush  
“I have alternately been called an Aristocrat and a Democrat.  I am 
neither. I am a Christocrat.” 
 
Benjamin Rush was a Founding Father of the United States. Rush lived in 
the state of Pennsylvania and was a devout Christian, physician, writer, 
educator, and humanitarian, as well as the founder of Dickinson College in 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 
Rush was also a signatory of the Declaration of Independence and attended 
the Continental Congress. Rush was also an early opponent of slavery and 
capital punishment. 
Despite his great contributions to early American society, Rush is today most 
famous as the man who, in 1812, helped reconcile the friendship of two of the 
largest minds of the early Republic: Thomas Jefferson and John Adams.  
 
 

John Adams 
“Statesmen, my dear Sir, may plan and speculate for liberty, but it is 
Religion and Morality alone, which can establish the principles upon 
which freedom can securely stand.” 
 
John Adams was one of the most influential Founding Fathers of the United 
States. John Adams was elected second President of the United States 
(1797–1801) after serving as America's first Vice President (1789–1797) for 
two terms. 
Adams came to prominence in the early stages of the American Revolution. 
As a delegate from Massachusetts to the Continental Congress, he played a 
leading role in persuading Congress to adopt the United States Declaration of 
Independence in 1776. 
 



 
 
 
Samuel Adams 
“We have this day restored the Sovereign to Whom all men ought to be 
obedient.” 
 
“He reigns in heaven and from the rising to the setting of the sun, let his 
kingdom come.” 
 
Samuel Adams was an American statesman, politician, writer and political 
philosopher, brewer, and one of the Founding Fathers of the United States. 
Adams was instrumental in garnering the support of the colonies for rebellion 
against Great Britain, eventually resulting in the American Revolution, and 
was also one of the key architects of the principles of American republicanism 
that shaped American political culture. 
 
 

John Quincy Adams  
“The highest glory of the American Revolution was this:  it connected in 
one indissoluble bond the principles of civil government and principles 
of Christianity.” 
 
John Quincy Adams was an American diplomat and politician who served as 
the sixth President of the United States from March 4, 1825 to March 4, 1829. 
He was a member of the Federalist, Democratic-Republican, National 
Republican, and later Anti-Masonic and Whig parties. 
Adams was the son of the second President John Adams and his wife Abigail 
Adams. He was a diplomat, involved in many international negotiations, and 
helped formulate the Monroe Doctrine as Secretary of State. As president he 
proposed a program of modernization and educational advancement, but was 
stymied by Congress.  
Adams was elected a U.S. Representative from Massachusetts after leaving 
office, the only president ever to do so, serving for the last 17 years of his life. 
In the House he became a leading opponent of the Slave Power and argued 
that if a civil war ever broke out the president could abolish slavery by using 
his war powers, which Abraham Lincoln did during the American Civil War in 
the 1863 Emancipation Proclamation. 
 
 

George Washington 
“And now, Almighty Father, if it is Thy holy will that we shall obtain a 
place and name among the nations of the Earth . . .” 
 
 “. . . grant that we may be enabled to show our gratitute for Thy 
goodness by our endeavors to fear and obey Thee.” 
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George Washington served as the first President of the United States of 
America (1789–1797), and led the Continental Army to victory over the 
Kingdom of Great Britain in the American Revolutionary War (1775–1783). 
The Continental Congress appointed Washington commander-in-chief of the 
American revolutionary forces in 1775.  Dissatisfied with the Articles of 
Confederation, he presided over the Philadelphia Convention that drafted the 
United States Constitution in 1787. Washington became President of the 
United States in 1789 and established many of the customs and usages of the 
new government's executive department. 
 

Thomas Jefferson 
“God who gave us life, gave us liberty.” 
 
“And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have 
removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people 
that these liberties are of the Gift of God?” 
Thomas Jefferson was the third President of the United States (1801–1809), 
the principal author of the Declaration of Independence (1776), and one of the 
most influential Founding Fathers for his promotion of the ideals of 
republicanism in the United States. Major events during his presidency 
include the Louisiana Purchase (1803) and the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
(1804–1806). 
As a political philosopher, Jefferson was a man of the Enlightenment and 
knew many intellectual leaders in Britain and France. He was the eponym of 
Jeffersonian democracy and the co-founder and leader of the Democratic-
Republican Party, which dominated American politics for a quarter-century. 
Jefferson served as the wartime Governor of Virginia (1779–1781), first 
United States Secretary of State (1789–1793) and second Vice President 
(1797–1801). 
A polymath, Jefferson achieved distinction as, among other things, a 
horticulturist, statesman, architect, archaeologist, paleontologist, author, 
inventor, and founder of the University of Virginia. 
 

John Jay  
“Providence has given to our people the choice of their rulers . . .”  
 
“and it is the duty, as well as the privilege and interest of our Christian 
nation to select and prefer Christians for their rulers.” 
John Jay (December 12, 1745 – May 17, 1829) was an American politician, 
statesman, revolutionary, diplomat, a Supreme Court Chief Justice, and a 
Founding Father of the United States. Jay served in the Continental Congress 
and was elected President of that body. During and after the American 



Revolution, he was a minister (ambassador) to Spain and France, helping to 
fashion American foreign policy and to secure favorable peace terms from the 
British and French. He co-wrote the Federalist Papers with Alexander 
Hamilton and James Madison. 
 

Alexander Hamilton 
“For my own part, I sincerely esteem it a system which without the 
finger of God, never could have been suggested and agreed upon by 
such a diversity of interests.” 
 
Alexander Hamilton was the first United States Secretary of the Treasury, a 
Founding Father, economist, and political philosopher. He led calls for the 
Philadelphia Convention, was one of America's first Constitutional lawyers, 
and cowrote the Federalist Papers, a primary source for Constitutional 
interpretation. 
Born on the British West Indian island of Nevis, Hamilton was educated in the 
Thirteen Colonies. During the American Revolutionary War, he joined the 
American militia and was chosen artillery captain. Hamilton became senior 
aide-de-camp and confidant to General George Washington.  
 

Daniel Webster  
“Finally, let us not forget the religious character of our origin.” 
 
“Our fathers were brought hither by their high veneration for the 
Christian religion.  They journeyed by its light, and labored in its hope.” 
Daniel Webster was a leading American statesman during the nation's 
Antebellum Period. He first rose to regional prominence through his defense 
of New England shipping interests. His increasingly nationalistic views and the 
effectiveness with which he articulated them led Webster to become one of 
the most famous orators and influential Whig leaders of the Second Party 
System. 
Daniel Webster was an attorney, and served as legal counsel in several cases 
that established important constitutional precedents that bolstered the 
authority of the Federal government. As Secretary of State, he negotiated the 
Webster-Ashburton Treaty that established the definitive eastern border 
between the United States and Canada.  
Webster was officially named by the U.S. Senate in 1957 as one of its five 
most outstanding members. 
 

Andrew Jackson 
“That book [the Bible], Sir, is the Rock upon which our Republic rests.” 
 
Andrew Jackson (March 15, 1767 – June 8, 1845) was the seventh 
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President of the United States (1829–1837). He was military governor of 
Florida (1821), commander of the American forces at the Battle of New 
Orleans (1815), and eponym of the era of Jacksonian democracy. He was a 
polarizing figure who dominated American politics in the 1820s and 1830s. 
His political ambition combined with widening political participation by more 
people shaped the modern Democratic Party.[1] Renowned for his toughness, 
he was nicknamed "Old Hickory". As he based his career in developing 
Tennessee, Jackson was the first President primarily associated with the 
frontier. 
 

Abraham Lincoln 
“It is the duty of nations as well as of men to owe their dependence on 
the overruling power of God, to confess their sins and transgressions in 
humble sorrow. . .” 
 
“. . . yet with assured hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy 
and pardon . . .” 
Abraham Lincoln the sixteenth President of the United States, successfully 
led his country through its greatest internal crisis, the American Civil War, only 
to be assassinated as the war was coming to an end. Before becoming the 
first Republican elected to the Presidency, Lincoln was a lawyer, an Illinois 
state legislator, a member of the United States House of Representatives, and 
an unsuccessful candidate for election to the Senate. 
As an outspoken opponent of the expansion of slavery in the United States, 
Lincoln won the Republican Party nomination in 1860 and was elected 
president later that year. During his time in office, he contributed to the effort 
to preserve the United States by leading the defeat of the secessionist 
Confederate States of America in the American Civil War. He introduced 
measures that resulted in the abolition of slavery, issuing his Emancipation 
Proclamation in 1863 and promoting the passage of the Thirteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution, which passed Congress before Lincoln's 
death and was ratified by the states later in 1865. 
 
 


